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Living Your Faith When Life Says, “What’s the Point?”

Two Residual Feelings from the Last Two Years

1. We're

2. We're Feeling the

Philippians 3:10-14 | want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ' and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 2 Not that | have already obtained all this, or
have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus
took hold of me. '3 Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold
of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, * |
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here!

2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.

The One Thing:
Faith is How | Will Go

It's the Change | Need.




2 Corinthians 4:7-9 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; ° persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not
destroyed.

We Don’t Have to Give Up Because the

Does Not Have to Us.

Four Ways that Faith Provides Strength

1. Faith Finds Strength in

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do
not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth
plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. * The god of this age has blinded
the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. > For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. ¢ For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

2. Faith Finds Strength in

2 Corinthians 4:10-15 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. '* For we who are alive are always being
given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.
1250 then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. B It is written: “I believed;
therefore | have spoken.”Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and
therefore speak, * because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead
will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. > All this is for your benefit,
so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to
overflow to the glory of God.

3. Faith Finds Strength in
2 Corinthians 4:16

4. Faith Finds Strength in




