January 10, 2021 | Part 2: Fighting Life’s Battles

Two Observations:

Life is Really Hard Because There are Battles We and

Battles We

| Know is Fighting a Battle | Don’t See.

Ephesians 6:10-20 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 1! Put on
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after
you have done everything, to stand. 4 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, > and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep
on praying for all the Lord’s people. 1° Pray also for me, that whenever | speak,
words may be given me so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the
gospel, 20 for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it
fearlessly, as | should.

How to Find Strength:

Some Battles with Flesh and Blood, but Our Battles are

with Flesh and Blood.

Ephesians 6:12



2. There'sa Battle Going on that We are

Tuned Into.
3. The Battle is the Battle.
The Enemy is the Enemy.
The Strength is the Strength.
The Armor is the Armor.

Ephesians 6:10-13

4. | Must Guard, Relentlessly, Against

and

The One Thing:

The World Says

Jesus Says

Ephesians 6:10

Philippians 4:13 | can do all this through him who gives me strength.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 19 That is why, for Christ’s sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when |
am weak, then | am strong.

Judges 7:2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. | cannot deliver Midian
into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’
Psalm 18:1 | love you, Lord, my strength.

Psalm 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle.

Psalm 28:7-8 The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps

me. My heart leaps for joy, and with my song | praise him. & The Lord is the strength of his
people, a fortress of salvation for his anointed one.



Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Isaiah 40:29-31 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.

30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who
hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or
the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, 24 but let the one
who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that | am
the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these |
delight,” declares the Lord.

Ephesians 1:18-23 | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that
you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, 12 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 2! far above all
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in
the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet
and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.



