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What to Do When Tough Love is Really . . . Tough 

 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and 
of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And 
you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your 
fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically 
present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already 
passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So 
when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is 
present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved on the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little 
yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a 
new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice 
and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my 
letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of 
this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you 
would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing to you that you must not associate 
with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an 
idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. 12 What 
business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 
13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.” 

Quick Observations from a Misunderstood Passage 

1. Everybody Draws a ___________ Somewhere. 

2. The Problem Was Not Only the Sin, But the __________________  

 _______________________ of Sin. 

3. It Does Not Say that ‘_______________ People Aren’t Welcome in 

Church,’ Nor, ‘Never Associate with Someone Who _________.’ 

4. This Was Written to a _______________, not a _______________. 
 



The One Thing: 

Truth Without Love is _______________________, But Love Without Truth is 

Neither _______________ Nor ______________. 

2 Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God 
of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their 
children is careful to discipline them. 

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect 
the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 

Galatians 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit 
should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 

 

How Does Tough Love Work in Real Life? 

1. Never Judge _________________________ by ___________________ 

Standards. 

1 Corinthians 5:12  

2. It Starts With ___________ - to - ___________ Conversations. 

Matthew 18:15-16 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between 
the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, 
take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of 

two or three witnesses.’ 

 
3. Jesus Wants the Church to __________________ the World, Not 

_______________ From It. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-10  

4. The Circle of Discipline is the Circle of _________________________. 

5. The Purpose Is Always _______________________, not 

___________________________. 

2 Corinthians 2:4-7 For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many 
tears, not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you. 5 If anyone has 
caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some extent—
not to put it too severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 
7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed 
by excessive sorrow.   


