A MAN, A CAVE
& HIS LIONS

LAST WEEK...

Daniel 6: 1-3
What | Do During an Attack Will Depend Largely
on Who | am Before the Attack.

Tomorrow’s Courage Is Driven by Today’s Character.

WHERE PO CHARACTER
& COURAGE COME FROM?
I WILL BE PRIVEN BY ..

1. Character or Convenience.
2. God’s Glory or My Ego.

3. Faith or Fear.

4. A of Walking Jesus or a

Walking Jesus

Daniel 6: 10

1 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got
down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.




5. My or My

Daniel 6: 10

1 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got
down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

6. God’s or My

Daniel 6: 10

19 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to
his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day
he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done
before.

Exodus 2: 3-5

3But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and
coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among
the reeds along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood at a distance to see
what would happen to him.

°Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants
were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and
sent her female slave to get it.

2 Chronicles 6: 36-39

36 “When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you
become angry with them and give them over to the enemy, who takes them
captive to a land far away or near; 3  and if they have a change of heart in the
land where they are held captive, and repent and plead with you in the land
of their captivity and say, ‘We have sinned, we have done wrong and acted
wickedly’; 3% and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the
land of their captivity where they were taken, and pray toward the land you
gave their ancestors, toward the city you have chosen and toward the temple
| have built for your Name; *then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear
their prayer and their pleas, and uphold their cause. And forgive your people,
who have sinned against you.

3 BIG LESSONS ABOUT
JESUS & SALVATION

1. Stop Expecting to Save Us that
Will!

Daniel 6: 12-14

12So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not
publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or
human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”



The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

3Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays
three times a day.” * When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed,; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.

2. What Can’t Change, Jesus !

Daniel 6: 15-21

>Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him,
“Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and
Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.”

16So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into
the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve
continually, rescue youl!”

17A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
Daniel’s situation might not be changed. ** Then the king returned to his
palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment
being brought to him. And he could not sleep.

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’
den.?°When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished
voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”

21Daniel answered, “May the king live forever!

3. Never Will | Know More About Jesus’

than When My

is

Daniel 6: 22-24

22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not
hurt me, because | was found innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever done any
wrong before you, Your Majesty.”

2>The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And
when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he
had trusted in his God.

24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were
brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children.
And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and
crushed all their bones.



